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New land releases to 
ease housing crisis

Family fun day

DENMARK Arts’ new general manager Annette 
Drenth (above) grew up in The Netherlands 
surrounded by art, history and creativity. She 

has degrees in arts and psychology.
Abbie Pedersen (right) has been in Denmark 
for six years and hands over the directorship 
to Annette confi dent in the future of the 

organisation. 
• Please turn to page 3 

By PATRICIA GILL
UP to 160 dwellings could be 
added to Denmark’s housing 
stock with work set to start on 
the fi rst stage of a new subdi-
vision expected to be pre-sold 
by October.
 The Perth-owned subdivi-
sion will be developed on land 
fronting South Coast Highway 
with titles available for the 
most northern stage of the de-
velopment in July next year.
 The average lot will be about 

500sqm on the 17ha parcel of 
land which has mostly R20 
coding and some R40 and 
about 15 per cent of the land 
retained as natural vegetation.
 Black cockatoo habitat trees, 
with 305 marri or karri trees as 
signifi cant or potential habitat, 
on 5.8ha have been identifi ed 
in an environmental report 
along with a Boorna Gnamma 
tree used by Aboriginal people 
for water storage and of high 
cultural signifi cance.

 Black cockatoo habitat trees 
will be retained and protected 
to the satisfaction of the Shire.
 Trees, rated as very high or 
high value in the environmen-
tal report, should be retained 
where reasonably practicable 
and incorporated into the sub-
division design, public open 
space and road reserves. 
Where these trees are in pri-
vate property consideration 
should be given to the crea-
tion of larger lot sizes, possi-

ble tree protection zones and 
building envelopes that avoid 
encroachment into them.
 At the May 12 special council 
meeting to consider the struc-
ture plan for the development, 
residents spoke of their con-
cerns about the traffi c from 
Harlequin Street on to South 
Coast Highway and the re-
tention of the Zimmermann 
Street Road reserve remaining 
blocked at South Coast High-
way.
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12 community groups share in Shire grants

New blocks to 
ease shortage

Call for government action to ease 
residential rental – airbnb imbalance

A REPORT by the peak body 
for homelessness, Shelter 
WA, has Denmark at num-
ber 15 on a list of rental ‘pain 
zones’ in regional Western 
Australia. 
 A study last year found that 
the shire had a ratio of 93 un-
hosted Airbnbs to only one 
private residential rental.
 The shires of Jerramungup, 
which includes the tourism 
town of Bremer Bay, and 
Plantagenet are the fi fth and 
eighth worst regional zones 
for short-term holiday home 
ratios.

 The greater Albany region 
had only 18 private rent-
als listed, compared to 282 
Airbnbs while Plantagenet’s 
ratio was 28 to zero.
 Shelter WA chief executive 
Kath Snell said the fi ndings 
‘expose the short-term rental 
market’s toll on WA’s severe 
rental crisis’.
 “While people desperately 
search for a place to live, 
more than 10,000 properties 
are being used for holidays 
and short stays instead of 
safe, long-term homes,” she 
said.

 “We can’t fi x the rental emer-
gency without addressing the 
short-stay accommodation 
boom. 
 “The State Government has 
helped return hundreds of 
short-stay properties to the 
rental market through incen-
tives, but those gains have ef-
fectively been cancelled out 
by the number of new Airbnb 
listings in the same period.”
 She said the problem was 
exacerbated in the regions 
where 58 per cent of all 
Airbnbs were located. 
 “If around one in three of 

all unhosted Airbnbs were 
brought back into the market 
this would double our avail-
able long-term rental supply 
in WA,” she said.
 “We need the State Govern-
ment, working with local 
government, to act with real 
urgency and restrict short-
term rentals including by in-
troducing a moratorium on 
new listings in areas with low 
vacancy rates, a levy for un-
hosted short-stay properties, 
and a WA affordable housing 
scheme that guarantees long-
term supply.

• From page 1
 An extension of the 
blocked road reserve will 
join South Coast Highway.
 Resident Barbara McDon-
ald spoke about how Dun-
skey Place was made into 
a cul de sac and outlined 
the potential level of traf-
fi c from Kemsley Estate 
using the Harlequin Street 
access to Ocean Beach 
Road.
 Councillor Kingsley Gib-
son asked the meeting if 
Harlequin Street would be 
up to this task and was told 
by an offi cer that the street 
was built as a neighbour-
hood connector for this 
purpose. 
 Cr Gibson asked about the 
site of the old dairy which 
was in a ‘nominated group 
dwelling site’.
 Because it was located in 
a potential residential area, 
it had not been included in 
the structure plan though 
the owner/developers had 
mooted plans for it to be 
a café.
 Discussion focused on the 
amount of traffi c added to 
both South Coast Highway 

and Ocean Beach Road.
 This concluded that, 
though no fi gures were 
available, there would be 
more traffi c accessing both 
roads.
 But Kemsley Estate 
residents would mostly 
continue accessing their 
homes via Ocean Beach 
Road and residents of the 
new subdivision would 
mostly use South Coast 
Highway.
 Planning consultant Sam 
Williams said his plan on 
behalf of the owner/devel-
opers had been responsive 
to the natural environ-
ment retaining key forage 
and nesting trees in public 
open space, lots and re-
serves.
 He said the subdivision 
would be an excellent 
place to live, within walk-
ing distance to the town, 
close to the proposed Supa 
IGA on South Coast High-
way and the new library 
planned for the Denmark 
Visitor Centre building.
 Blocks would have under-
ground power and reticu-
lated sewerage.

TWELVE groups have shared 
a carve up of $28,500 in Round 
2 of the 2025/26 Shire of Den-
mark community grants.
 This marks the second time a 
second round of community 
grants funding has been avail-
able, with cash to help local 
not-for-profi t organisations 
deliver projects that enhance 
community participation.
 Denmark Surf Life Saving 
Club receives $5850 for public 
rescue equipment to improve 
beach safety while $5850 is 

also earmarked for children’s 
playground development at 
the Denmark Tennis Club pre-
cinct.
 Denmark Junior Soccer ben-
efi ts from $2500 to support 
expansion and participation 
equipment and $3000 goes to 
Healing Hands Inc. for wild-
life care and rehabilitation.
 Another $3000 will upgrade 
the kitchen at Ocean View 
Function Centre and the Den-
mark Chamber of Commerce 
has been allocated $1500 for 

lighting and amenity upgrades.
Denmark FM’s outside broad-
cast equipment will be up-
graded with $800 and Mill 
Art Group receives $1880 for 
foyer lighting improvements.
 To support this year’s perfor-
mances in Denmark, $2000 
has been earmarked for the Al-
bany Chamber Orchestra and 
Denmark Mountain Bike Club  
gets $1000 for trail mainte-
nance equipment.
 Denmark Magpies Netball 
Club’s home game costs and 

community participation get a 
boost of $500 and Sarabande 
Early Music Group receives 
$620 towards scholarships for 
early music workshops to sup-
port skill development and ac-
cess.
 Shire president Aaron Wig-
gins said the grants benefi ted a 
well-rounded range of groups 
with great initiatives.
 He encouraged community 
groups to keep an eye out 
for the advertising of future 
rounds.
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‘A million dollar view!’

Enjoying a fabulous 
panorama across Wilson 
Inlet, this carefully considered 
one owner home was built 
in 2016 and is full of nice 
surprises. Enter via the 
double lock up garage (to 
stay dry ) and take the stairs. 
A large picture window 
captivates you and is the 
centerpiece of the open plan 

a generous, north facing 
alfresco that almost doubles 
the living space. There are 
3 robed bedrooms and a 
large theatre room that would 
make an ideal 4th bedroom. 
The Master suite also 
enjoys a view and access 
to the alfresco. The home is 
positioned to maximize the 
view and enable easy access 
to the rear for a boat, caravan 
or workshop on the easy 
care 793 sqm block. There’s 
reverse cycle aircon, a heat 
pump hws and solar panels. 

(Please note, the home has 
been tenanted by one tenant 
since new and the current 
lease has expired) Viewing 
by appointment only,

From $975,000
Call Ian: 0427 409 500

Safe hands in tough times for the arts

New GM no stranger to local arts scene

Stories and pictures 
by PATRICIA GILL

ABBIE Pedersen hands over 
the directorship of Den-
mark Arts to Annette Drenth 
confi dent in the future of the 
organisation.
 Abbie and her family have 
spent the past six years in 
Denmark a time in which she 
started at Denmark Arts in ad-
ministration before later work-
ing with Albany-based Annette 
Carmichael Projects.
 The three years with Annette 
Carmichael included the mam-
moth project, The Stars De-
scend, enabled Abbie to learn 
about community arts from a 
leader in the sector.
 She also worked for the multi-
arts organisation Breaksea, 
the Denmark Chamber of 
Commerce running the night 
markets in 2021 and did a stint 
in hospitality.
 For the past two years Abbie 
has directed Denmark Arts 
through tough times with arts 
groups vying for scarce funds.
 The 2026 Festival of Voice 
at the weekend did not attract 
Government funding though 
the Denmark Community 
Foundation funded the Wel-
come to Country and Smoking 
Ceremony and the Shire of 
Denmark gave support.
 Abbie is delighted that the or-
ganisation will eventually have 
street frontage at a new venue 
at what is now the Denmark 

Public Library, saying this will 
keep the town ‘activated’.
 The now vacated Denmark 
Artshouse at the former Frail 
Aged Lodge was hidden, unlit 
at night and mostly frequented 
only by local residents.
 “I had people say to me ‘is it 
the dark, scary building down 
the back?’ So, moving from 
a hidden location to a front-
facing one is really positive for 
the organisation,” Abbie said.
 An added attraction is the 
proximity to the Denmark 
Civic Centre for events thus 
forming a cultural hub.
 Abbie says the scaled-down 

version of the Festival of Voice 
which was once ‘on a pedestal’ 
is 'just the ebb and fl ow’ of the 
industry with stiff competition 
to fund musical festivals.
 There was no single funding 
source for the former FOV’s 
eight-venue for the events 
which were held over three 
days and required a minimum 
of $120,000 to run, as did 
Brave New Works.
 This meant spending many 
hours applying for funding 
from multiple sources.
 “It’s a lot of pressure for a tiny 
organisation to deliver,” Abbie 
said.

 The Denmark Arts team now 
comprises Justine Gamb-
lin, Claudia Simpson, Julia 
Berglund and the new general 
manager, Annette Drenth.
 It has fi rm partnerships with 
Circuit West, the WA Advocate 
for Performing Arts and the 
Department of Creative Indus-
tries, Tourism and Sport which 
over the past three years has 
supported Brave New Works.
 BNW is an acclaimed festival 
offering workshops and profes-
sional development within the 
arts sector.
 Abbie departs having enjoyed 
immense artistic support from 
the community and a highly 
skilled  board. 
 Having spent 15 years, off and 
on, in WA, the Pedersen family 
move to Brisbane to be near 
family and to buy a home.
 The rest of Abbie’s time has 
been spent in Tasmania before 
marrying her West Australian 
husband, Trevor Pedersen.
 They have two children, Eli, 
12, and Posie, 8.
 Abbie has enjoyed deliver-
ing Denmark Arts’ projects 
and running the festivals and 
has loved the Great Southern, 
particularly, as a place to go 
camping with the family.
 “We’ve explored all sorts of 
wonderful, remote locations,” 
she said.
 “The simple things like swim-
ming with the kids in the inlet 
have been wonderful times for 
them growing up.”

DENMARK Arts’ new general 
manager Annette Drenth has 
worked with the organisation 
for the past eight months in a 
‘passion project’ as a mentor.
 This has involved the coach/
consultant with a degree in arts 
and psychology who grew up 
in The Netherlands surrounded 
by art, history and creativity 
working alongside the Den-
mark Arts team to strengthen 
foundations, branding and 
resilience.
 “I have also engaged with 
Denmark Arts and its programs 
for more than two decades, as a 
visitor regularly holidaying in 
Denmark with my small fam-
ily,” Annette said.
 She was privileged to have 
the opportunity to help guide 
the organisation into its next 
chapter.
 Nonetheless, Annette is 
familiar with the not-for-profi t 
and arts sectors, whereby long-
term sustainability will rely on 
strong relationships, strate-
gic partnerships, innovative 
thinking and a diverse income 
stream and funding. 
 Two years ago, Annette and 
environmental engineer hus-
band, Martijn Drenth, moved 
to Denmark from Perth with 
their now 24-year-old son, 
Simon, having fl own the nest.

 Recently Annette met with 
representatives from the Great 
Southern Development Com-
mission, the Shire and others to 
thrash out a proposal for Lot-
tery West funding for a cultural 
hub based at what is now the 
Denmark Public Library.
 “My focus, and this is not just 
mine, this is the team’s and the 
board’s, is to create a sustain-
able organisation that can 
continue servicing the commu-
nity,” Annette said.
 Twenty-fi ve years ago, she and 
her family came to Australia 
after Martjin was ‘head hunted’ 
for a position, for what they 
thought would be just a few 

years.
 “We fell in love with Austral-
ia, with Australians and with 
the nature and have not looked 
back,” Annette said.
 “We’ve been all over the 
world but when you come 
here, there’s something special.
 “The beautiful smiles I receive 
when I go out is just very heart 
warming.”
 Annette says her main focus 
will be Denmark Arts and not 
herself as leader, saying that 
in the past the Denmark Arts 
brand has relied on who has 
been at the helm.
 “I want to change that so that 
we are all here with enormous 

passion and heart,” she said.
 But the challenge will be in 
sourcing funding for salaries 
and operational costs with 
Denmark Arts ‘almost back 
100 per cent’ to being a 
volunteer-run organisation.
 All this in an environment 
where similar organisations are 
scrambling for the shrinking 
available dollar.
 “And for me, sustainable 
means I need operational 
money and I need to be able to 
pay the artists,” Annette said.
 “Money is needed to just keep 
the lights on, and we have 
public liability that costs an 
enormous amount of money.”
 The Hague-born Annette grew 
up among the works of  Dutch 
masters – Vincent van Gogh, 
Vermeer, Rembrandt – with 
‘culture woven into every fi bre’ 
of her upbringing.
 She says that at the heart of 
every aspect of her work is 
a creative process, from the 
Dutch master to the ‘glocal’ 
community (which blends 
global roots with the local 
community).
 “I don’t see art as separate 
from life and business,” An-
nette says.
 “It’s essential to how we 
connect, communicate and 
understand each other.”
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Residents call for unity to protect public open spaces

POS sales would be 
counterproductive

THE March 31 Denmark Shire Council meeting 
passed a resolution with a strategy to rationalise 
the public open space in the Denmark townsite.
 Six separate parcels of POS have been identifi ed.
 The preamble for this rationalisation mentions ‘a 
purposeful approach to ensure that POS con-
tributes meaningfully to community wellbeing, 
environmental outcomes and long term asset 
management’.
 The minutes says and, again I quote, that the POS 
should be ‘retained and enhanced where they pro-
vide clear recreational, ecological or community 
benefi t, repurposed or consolidated to improve 
function, usability or connectivity or divested or 
exchanged where land has low strategic value and 
can be better utilised for alternative community or 
planning outcomes’.
 I would strongly argue that divesting (selling) any 
of this POS is counterproductive to the aim that 
this resolution is trying to achieve.
 Once that land is divested (sold) it is lost to the 
Denmark community forever.
There is an undersupply of POS to service the 
residential community in Denmark.
 Please remember that POS is not national park 
where there are impediments to its usage.
 There are many subdivisions for building lots in 
Denmark.  Increasing residential development 
needs that POS.
  This is particularly true of Lake View Dairy Park 
and Nellie Saw Reserve where there must be over 
100 lots in the pipeline for potential sale.
 POS, no matter how small or shabby. is an enor-
mous benefi t to the community. 
It is used 24/7, 365 days of the year. 
 It is a meeting place where neighbours and 
friends interact. 
 They are about community, family, lifestyle and 
psychological wellbeing.
 At Nellie Saw, for example, I have seen horses 
being saddled, young and old playing cricket, 
football, pétanque, throwing frisbee, fl ying a kite 
or simply  sitting on the boundary trunks con-
templating the beautiful view to Mt Shadforth or 
Wilson Inlet.
 The council preamble mentions community well-
being -  Nellie Saw has it in spades.
 Denmark is a very beautiful part of WA, POS in 
Denmark is in short supply.
Every site suggested for rationalisation should be 
left intact for our wellbeing and for the wellbeing 
of future generations.
Peter Rigg

THE local residents express deep 
concern regarding the Denmark 
Shire Council’s recent decision to 
divest and potentially sell the pub-
lic open space at Lake View Dairy 
Park and Nellie Saw Reserve 
(Council minutes 31iii26).
 Public open spaces are vital to the 

unique character, biodiversity and 
mental wellbeing of the Denmark 
community.
 Once these natural and recrea-
tional assets are sold to private 
interests, they are lost to the 
public forever.
 Reduced walkable green space 

and low impact recreation directly 
impacts the health and lifestyle of 
surrounding neighbourhoods. 
 Nellie Saw and Lake View 
parks with the allocated public 
open space at Wilson Rise Estate 
provide that green space and 
connectivity for not only residents 

but wildlife. 
 If anything, they should be en-
hanced for the current residents, 
and the future residents of the 
100-plus new blocks in the new 
surrounding developments.
 Selling public land to solve 
short-term budgetary pressures 

sets a dangerous precedent for 
Denmark’s remaining reserves. 
 I call on all Denmark residents 
to stand together, and protect our 
POS, not only for us but for future 
generations.
Mike and Deb Scanlon
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Community parkland sale plan opposed
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RE the section of Kwoorabup 
Community Park which the 
Shire intends to sell or lease.
 It has been widely discussed 
that Cr Alex Sleeman wants to 
build a medical centre there. 
What he is proposing is in fact 
a private commercial develop-
ment, not part of the hospital 
expansion as many believe. 
 The hospital is owned and 
operated by the State Govern-
ment through the WA Country 
Health Service.
 There is a clear confl ict of in-
terest with a member of council 
applying to obtain community 

public open space for fi scal 
gain. 
 During the Breakfast on 
Denmark FM radio program 
on the May 27, shire president 
Aaron Wiggins was questioned 
about the matter and said that 
Dr Sleeman had approached 
the Shire about the land before 
being elected to council.
 Was this confl ict of interest 
declared when Dr Sleeman ran 
for council?
 To have a series of public open 
spaces up for rationalisation 
(see Council meeting March 
31, 2026) with this particular 

one seeming to take priority 
with an expression of interest 
process already undertaken is 
concerning.
Many Denmark residents don’t 
believe this section of commu-
nity park should be on the POS 
rationalisation list. 
One reason cited in the ration-
alisation document is ‘exces-
sive management costs’.
The hospital groundsman who 
knows the maintenance re-
quirements of the area has said 
that only an hour of mowing is 
needed. 
 There are other issues with 

this land: it is semi-wetland 
and serves as major drainage 
for the area and is well used by 
wildlife and locals.
 No one disputes that an expan-
sion of medical services would 
be benefi cial for Denmark, but 
not at the cost of a community 
park with high wildlife value. 
 There are blocks for sale 
opposite Supa IGA in the com-
mercial section of town as well 
as other options.
 Land already zoned for com-
mercial use is where a develop-
ment like this belongs.
Sue Torlach

AS a long-time resident of 
Denmark, I am concern ed 
about the shire notice in Den-
mark Bulletin 1157 May, call-
ing for expressions of interest 
to lease or purchase a portion 
of public open space fronting 
Scotsdale Road;
 The shire president, Cr Aaron 
Wiggins, wanted to see the 
space used for a project benefi -
cial to the community.
  He appears to be under the 
misapprehension that the space 
is not presently benefi cial to 
the community, when in fact it 

is well-used and appreciated.
  As I walk my dog around this 
on most days, I encounter other 
walkers, parents with stroll-
ers, toddlers on bikes, students 
cycling or walking to school 
and users of gophers.
 This parkland is the only ac-
cess to the lower portions of 
the park and the hospital, on 
the west side of the hospital, 
which users are not forced to 
share with motor vehicles. 
 It is also home to nesting 
turtles, pied oystercatchers, 
swamp hens and white-faced 

heron, so has intrinsic value as 
a natural habitat. 
 Additionally, the yate trees 
consume vast amounts of 
ground water each day. 
 Their removal would have a 
seriously adverse effect on the 
groundwater level in that area.
 I remember the discussions 
around the siting of the hos-
pital and the tonnes of landfi ll 
required to stabilise the site. 
 The Shire’s most recent Lo-
cal Planning Strategy lists 
a number of local parks for 
rationalisation, often citing 

excessive management costs as 
a major reason to repurpose the 
parkland. 
 However, no value appears 
to be placed on the benefi t of 
these local open spaces to 
the communities surrounding 
them. 
Their very presence contributes 
to the wellness of the com-
munity. 
 The mowing of these valuable 
open spaces, at most monthly, 
cannot surely be seen as exces-
sive management costs. 
Susan Pike
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CWA donation to fund 
St John training aid

Community foundation celebrates boost to funding

By ABBE RORRISON
MORE than 70 people celebrated 
a new era for the Denmark 
Community Foundation made 
possible with funding from 
local donors and the Stan Perron 
Charitable Foundation. 
 At a breakfast at The Dam, peo-
ple heard how DCF can fund ini-
tiatives to relieve social isolation, 
support people facing hardship 

and homelessness, help Den-
mark’s young people thrive and 
enable the community to prepare 
and respond to emergencies.
 The foundation, which was 
formed in 2009 and is WA’s old-
est community foundation, has 
been revitalised over the past two 
years under the leadership of the 
chair, Karen Burford, and a new 
board of six volunteers. 

 Recent foundation-funded initi-
atives include the purchase of the 
Denmark Community Resource 
Centre’s community bus, new 
fl ooring at the Gumnut Corner 
Occasional Day Care Centre and 
the work of Homeless Project 
Denmark.
 Also included is a hardship sup-
port program at the CRC, instal-
lation of an all-abilities path-

THE Denmark Branch of CWA has 
donated $509.68 to St John Ambu-
lance towards paediatric mannequins 
with which volunteers can learn car-
diopulmonary resuscitation.
The money was raised recently at a 
pre-Mother’s Day sale outside Bun-
nings in Albany at which CWA mem-
bers sold homemade crafts, cakes, 
biscuits and slices.
 While half of the proceeds went to 
a local charity, the remainder will be 
used to maintain the Mitchell Street 
building.
 The presentation was held at the fi rst 
of another CWA fundraiser, Soup Day, 
which is held every Friday lunchtime 
throughout winter.
 Half of those proceeds raised from 

selling homemade soup and cakes 
and slices to hungry lunch-goers have 
been earmarked for the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service.
 St John Ambulance Denmark com-
munity transport coordinator Yvonne 
Hortin accepted the donation at the 
Soup Day from president Marg Hol-
mes, saying the money would go to-
wards the mannequins of which St 
John only had adult and baby sizes.
 CWA general meetings are held at 
10am on the fi rst Wednesday of the 
month in the CWA Hall, Mitchell 
Street.
 Crafts days are on the third Wednes-
day of the month from 10am-2pm.
 New members are always welcome.

way to the Denmark Primary School 
playground and the upgrade to the 
McLean House kitchen for the youth-
focussed community hub Happy Plate 
Kitchen. 
 The proudest achievement to date 
has been the establishment of free, 
confi dential youth mental health sup-
port delivered by Youth Focus Great 
Southern at the Denmark CRC on 
Wednesday and Thursday each week. 
 DCF now looks forward to doing 
even more with the support of local 
people.
 Due to a legislation change, dona-
tions to all DCF funds are tax-deduct-
ible.
 Ms Burford said the DCF was proud 

to be part of such a compassionate 
community, and honoured to support 
the work of those who made Denmark 
a caring and connected community.
“I urge all community members to 
support us whether it be by donating, 
approaching us about an area of need, 
coming up with a great initiative that 
needs funding, or telling others about 
us,” she said.
 Details of DCF’s funds, how to do-
nate and contact details can be found 
on its website dcfwa.org.au
  Information about the about the free 
youth mental health support can be 
obtained via headspace Albany on 
(08) 9842 9871.

DCF chair Karen Burford.
Supporters gather for the DCF breakfast.

Margaret Holmes hands a big cheque to Yvonne Hortin.
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POS ‘surprise’

20 YEARS

AGENTS FOR

*Offer valid until 30/06/26.  All prices inc GST. T&C’s apply, website for full details.

Buy 25,000L Tank Combo,
get a ONGA JMP1000 PUMP

FREE!

2 x 25,000L
$9,735

RRP $719

FREE!
JMP1000

ends June 30!

DENMARK
RURAL and HARDWARE

GREAT discounts and rebates for Members.  
Ask in store about becoming a Member.

Open: Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm 

www.denmark-coop.com.au

I PURCHASED and built in Denmark over the 
past four years because of the relaxed culture, 
beauty and the location’s openness.
 I was surprised to hear the Shire would consider 
housing infi ll over public open space for the com-
munity.
 As our property borders Nellie Saw Reserve, I 
have seen the use from residents playing sport, 
learning to ride bikes, afternoon yoga and the gen-
eral thoroughfare between streets for our kids. 
 I believe, with the removal of both Nellie Saw 
Reserve and Lake View Dairy Park from our street 
it will not only create a claustrophobic feeling it 
will prevent the connection to other streets and 
sections of the community and I hope the Shire 
reconsider this decision.
 Denmark is a beautiful rural location, it has no 
urban sprawl issues like a city, so infi ll housing is 
not necessary.
 A quick internet search will tell you West Austral-
ian developers are normally required to cede 10 
per cent of the gross subdivision land to public 
open space.
 These changes will reduce the public open spaces 
to 0 per cent in our location to fund POS in new 
subdivisions.
 I hope logic prevails and space for the community 
wins over infi ll housing.
Poul Bennett
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DENMARK Primary School was abuzz 
on Wednesday, April 29, as families joined 
to celebrate Family Day, showcasing the 
strength of the school community.
 The event attracted mums, dads, 
grandparents and other family members 
gathering to take part in classroom-based 
activities. 
 The attendance highlighted the connections 
between families and the school, and the 
important role the school plays in the 
community.
 Celebrated in the spirit of International 
Family Day, the occasion recognised the 
many different families that make up the 
school. 
 It showed that families come in all shapes 
and sizes, and that love, care and connection 
are what matter.
 Classrooms hosted activities which were 
designed to bring students and families 
together to share learning and fun. 
 Families participated in creative, interactive 
and enjoyable events.

 In the kindergarten and pre-primary, 
children worked alongside their families to 
create nature wands and natural mandalas, 
combining creativity with a connection to 
the natural environment. 
 The experiences were popular and provided 
opportunities for families to engage together.
 In the upper school, Years 5 and 6 created 
a lively and entertaining atmosphere with 
karaoke sessions and interactive quizzes. 
 These activities were met with enthusiasm 
from both students and their families, 
generating laughter, friendly competition 
and enjoyment.
 The event also offered families the chance 
to connect with teachers and see learning in 
action. 
 The open classrooms refl ected the school’s 
commitment to family–school partnerships 
and to supporting students’ learning and 
wellbeing.
 It was a proud demonstration of a school 
community that grows stronger together.

Family Day – Denmark Primary SchoolFamily Day – Denmark Primary School

Family day fun at primary school
Phoebe, Henry and Clinton Lewis.

Millie Eliot and Matilda Morrison.
Noah and Ben Evans make a mandala.Alby and Bruce de Garis.

Lily and Todd Burnside.Amara and Sophie Mastalerz.

Isla Shaw-Jones and Naomi Palmer.

Kai Spencer-Percy and his dad, Andrew Percy.

Tilly and Heidi Hood.  Right: Ruby Anderson and primary 

students with their parents.

Isla Shaw-Jones and Matilda Day.

Scarlett and Guy Lyons create their wand.

Sadie Finigan.



Landscapes 
nuture 

confi dence, 
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Living LandscapesLiving Landscapes Pictures by SALLY JARVIS and CATHERINE SPAGGIARI.Pictures by SALLY JARVIS and CATHERINE SPAGGIARI.

A LIVING Landscapes series created op-
portunities for people to build confi dence 
in outdoor recreation while strengthen-
ing connection to place, community and 
environmental custodianship. 
 The Denmark Environment Centre-run 
events have over the past 18 months, 
enabled participants to learn from local 
guides and educators amid the region’s 
landscapes and waterways.
 Recent ancient tingle forest walks, a 
Kordalup/Parry Beach gathering and 
paddle and hike experience in Walpole 
marked the end of the series.

ABOVE, Right: Emma Bennet from 
Walpole WOW Wilderness Ecotours 
guides paddlers and hikers.

Surf groms in 
action.  
Below: Loola 
Dean, Lindsay 
Dean, Rhian 
Thomas, Mark 
Shepherd, Jo, 
Belinda Dufall 
and Jenny 
Brenton.
Pictures:  
CATHERINE 
SPAGGIARI.

Walker Jacinta Scott basks in sunshine.
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Shire of 
Denmark
Discover Denmark

953 South Coast Highway,
(PO Box 183) Denmark WA 6333
Phone: (08) 9848 0300 
Email: info@denmark.wa.gov.au
Web: www.denmark.wa.gov.au

Road Verge Herbicide Spraying
The Shire will spray herbicide in rural and urban road verges in Denmark 
commencing 1st September 2026 (weather permitting). 

The spraying is to control excessive growth of vegetation in drains, road shoulders 

the manufacturer’s requirements. 

In accordance with Shire policy P120104 property owners can request verge 
areas adjoining their properties not be sprayed. 

To be placed on the Shires No Spray Register property owners must submit a No 
Spray Register Application form, which is available from the Shires administration 
counter or on the Shires website at https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/forms/no-
spray-register-application/25 

Applications must be submitted to the Shire by 
4.00 pm on the 31st of August 2026. 

If approved, registration will be valid for two years. Applicants whose term on the 
register is due to expire this year will be sent a reminder email with a link to the 
online application form or a copy of the form itself. This must be completed and 
returned to the Shire before 4.00pm on 31st August 2026 for renewal. 

If your term is due to expire this year and you have not received an email reminder 

9848 0322 to organise your renewal. 

Those who do not renew their application before the deadline will not be included 
on the No Spray register for this year. 

For further information don’t hesitate to get in touch with Engineering Administration 
info@denmark.wa.gov.au

David King

Pictures by SALLY JARVISPictures by SALLY JARVIS

Melissa Howe and giant tingle.

Loola Dean, 

Lindsay 

Dean, Rhian 

Thomas, Mark 

Shepherd, Jo, 

Belinda Dufall 

and Jenny 

Brenton. 

Merome Darvill and Joelie Russell. Picture Catherine Spaggiari.

Merome Darvill instructs the surf group.



Elleker new home for tree 
of enlightment descendant

Denmark club out and about
as Probus celebrates 5o years
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Community

By JILL SMITH 
PROBUS Australia 
celebrates 50 years of 
connection, friendship and 
community across Australia 
this year.
 The Probus Club of Den-
mark has operated for 36 
years during that time and 
the club is proud to be part 
of a network that brings 
active retirees together 
through shared interests, ac-
tivities, fun and friendship. 
 In the past few weeks, 
members have been in-
volved in some entertaining 
activities. 
 Last monthly meeting 
David Scriven from Ocean 
Beach Physio talked about 

A DESCENDANT of the 
Bodhi tree, under which 
Buddha attained enlighten-
ment in north-east India 
more than 2500 years ago, 
was transplanted from Den-
mark to Elleker recently.
 The Bodhi tree, Ficus re-
ligiosa, holds a special sig-
nificance for Buddhists and 
Venerable Lozang Chodzin, 
93, has been nurturing the 
plant in Denmark for the 
past 14 years.
  For years, she led a group 
of Buddhist followers in the 
Tibetan tradition at the Ma-
hakaruna Buddhist Society 
on Scotsdale Road and the 

group continues to thrive 
after her retirement a few 
years ago.
 Venerable Chodzin was 
ordained and moved to 
Denmark in 2003 where she 
took over the Mahakaruna 
Buddhist Society, originally 
founded under the guid-
ance of a Tibetan Lama, the 
15th Gyalkhang Tse Tulku 
Rinpoche.
 In Elleker, Ajahn Mudu 
established a hermitage in 
2019 for Buddhists in the 
Thai tradition and he has 
supporters spread over the 
Great Southern, from Wal-
pole to as far as Esperance.

 On Wednesday, May 27, 
the two groups united in a 
ceremony to plant the tree 
from Denmark in the Elle-
ker hermitage. 
 Before the ceremony, 
everyone shared a meal 
provided by supporters.
 The Denmark group meets 
every Sunday morning at 
the CRC Garden Room and 
Venerable Chodzin attends 
every week. 
 Members take turns each 
Sunday to run the medita-
tion then there’s an open 
Dhamma discussion and 
morning tea.

Venerable Lozang Chodzin and Ajahn Mudu.

The Bodhi tree descendant is placed at the Elleker Hermitage.
More pictures in the Bulletin online.

David Scriven explains the factors determining pain.

Members take a WOW cruise with Gary Muir. 

the new approaches to pain 
perception and management 
which was most enlighten-
ing. 
 The monthly activity in 
April was a trip on the 
renowned WOW cruise 
with the irrepressible Gary 
Moir who entertained and 
enlightened 20 members 
and friends about the local 
environment as they cruised 
the waterways of Walpole.
 It doesn’t matter how many 
times you go, there’s always 
something new and interest-
ing to learn with Gary.
Another popular club fea-
ture is the monthly walking 

group whose participants 
explore the many trails, 
paths, beaches and rivers 
around town and sometimes 
further afield. 
 The most recent walk was 
along the Harewood Forest 
Walk Trail on a beautiful 
autumn day. 
 In addition, monthly coffee 
mornings at local cafes are 
always well attended and 
provide a good opportunity 
to talk and welcome pro-
spective members.
 Each year a residential trip 
to somewhere of interest is 
organised.
  In the past few years, the 

club has visited Darwin, 
Kalgoorlie, Nannup, Collie, 
Narrogin, Ravensthorpe 
and the Fitzgerald National 
Park. 
 The friendly group of ac-
tive retirees would welcome 
new members. 
 Meetings are on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 
the Riverside Club starting 
at 10am. 
 Retired or semi-retired 
people who would like to 
find out more about the 
Probus club, can contact Jill 
Smith on 0400 142 410 or 
the secretary, Nel Struik, at 
nelstruik.wa@gmail.com

Probus Club of Denmark members at the Harewood Forest Walk Trail.

Devotees at the Elleker Hermitage.

Ajahn Mudu and Venerable Lozang Chodzin.
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TRADES & SERVICESTRADES & SERVICES

Counselling

Earthmoving/Excavation

Funerals

Next Bulletin
June 18

Carpets

Electricians

info@denmarkbulletin.com

Please support 
our advertisers 

– they make 
your free local 

newspaper 
possible. 

Brick Layer

Next Bulletin
June 18

Air Conditioning

Antenna / Satellite 
Installation

Automotive

TJ MATTHEWS
Split system

air-conditioning 
installation

Tim Matthews
0434 919 933

Carriers

Childcare

COMPUTERS. For experienced 
computer hardware and software 
support call Tony on 9848 1987 or 
0438 102 401

Computers

 Repairs to all makes & models
 New car warranty servicing
 Fully licensed repairer

12 Mitchell Street
Phone Jordan 9848 2254

MRB4286

Building Trades

Building Trades

LITTLE WHALERS 
DAY CARE CENTRE 

‘Meeting the National Quality 
Standard!”

Care for Babies to 12 Years.
Before / After School, 
Occasional and Permanent 
Day care including 3-year-old 
kindy program. 
Kindy & School Drop off and 
Pick Up. 
Meals Provided. 
Open Monday to Friday: 7am 
to 6pm.
Government approved Centre. 
Licence No. 5592.
Please phone 9848 2515

Sky’s The Limit
 Satellite dish & antenna  

 installation
 Local Foxtel installer.
 Prompt

 all areas
 Mirco 9848 2291

Mobile 0428 482 291

DENMARK
ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

0401 188 193
darrenaz76@gmail.com

EC009366

Have The Power

0409 668 443
Email:karenburford@bigpond.com

EC 13454

GARY BURFORD

WATTS ELECTRICAL GREAT SOUTHERN

Next Bulletin 
June 18

Next Bulletin 
June 18

OVER 25 YRS EXPERIENCE IN 
ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHWORKS

Call Kaine 0428 209 527 or Kim 0407 482 095

DMD
EarthmovingDENMARK EXPRESS. Express 

general freight and furniture. 
Monday to Friday: Denmark - 
Albany - Denmark. Tuesday & 
Thursday: Denmark - Albany - 
Walpole. Phone Lee 0429 900 430

www.denmarkbulletin.com.au

 &  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G
Refrigeration

D
EN

M
A

R
K

AU18684

PH: 9848 2026
advancepower@westnet.com.au

EC 11118
0439 692 555

Denmark Solar
& Renewable Energy

TIMBER FLOOR 
SANDING 

Awesome Floors
Ben Eliot

0409 447 848

info@denmarkbulletin.com

TJ MATTHEWS
Electrical Contractor

• Domestic • Commercial
• Industrial • Solar Grid Connect 

• Phone Points

Tim Matthews
0434 919 933 EC008707

Denmark Bulletin On-line:
www.denmarkbulletin.com.au

Serving the community with 
compassion and respect

9841 3090
0428 665 123 

24 hours—7 days 
9 Cockburn Rd Albany 

Locally owned and operated
www.amityrosefunerals.com.au

F U N E R A L S

“The Bethany 
family caring for 

your family”
1 Prior Street, Albany
9841 7177

www.bethanyfuneral.com.au
24 HOURS - 7 DAYS

Proudly family owned & operated

Next Bulletin 
June 18

Bookings, 
Fri, June 12

Furniture Removal

DENMARK EXPRESS. Furniture 
removal. Great rates, fully insured. 
Denmark and surrounding areas. 
Phone Lee 0429 900 430

Electricians

Operating rear of Powley Electrical Workshop
Call or text Neve 0417 642 450

Find me on:
Instagram: 

@oceanbeachvehicledetailing
Facebook: 

@ocean.beach.vehicle.detailing

OCEAN BEACH VEHICLE DETAILING

(08) 98482101
admin@mcccontractors.com

832 South Coast Hwy, 
Denmark

PROUD TO BE LOCAL

0493 420 097

Australia
MindSwitch
An ,  

approach to meet 
your needs!

Electricians 

GREAT SOUTHERN 
AUTO ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

AUTOMOTIVE    AGRICULTURE    EARTHMOVING 
Phone Glenn 0422 812 541

Miller Electrics is a locally run business 
specialising in all aspects of solar.

Miller Electrics has over 25 years of electrical 
contracting experience in residential and 

commercial solar.
Ph 0458 548 260       mick@millerelectrics.com.au

EC008615                                                          SAA- S1817601

PHIL  WILLIAMS Excavation and 
mulching, 20-tonne excavator. 
www.excavate.pw or phone 0427 
444 401

Ear�m�ingPJ ’s

Call Pete on 0419 544 988

• 6 Tonne
Excavator
• Bobcat

• Fire Breaks

• Mowing
• Slashing
• General

Earthworks

Please support 
our advertisers 

– they make 
your free local 

newspaper 
possible. 

Fences

Keep your ad 
up-to-date

Trades and services 
ads in the Bulletin can 
be updated whenever 

you like.

You can change 
your contact details 

whenever required and 
add new services as 
your business grows.

And, if you’re taking 
a break, you can 

put your ad on hold 
whenever you like.

Domestic and 
Commercial 

Electrical 
Maintenance, 

Installation.
Steve Bush
0421562067 

E. ausmv312r@gmail.com
EC17096

Firebreaks
PHIL  WILLIAMS Excavation and 
mulching, 20-tonne excavator. 
www.excavate.pw or phone 0427 
444 401

Next Bulletin 
June 18

Bookings, 
Fri, June 12

Denmark and Surrounds
0409 398 131
Frank & Lorraine

www.denmarkbulletin.com.au



Church Notices 

Sand Pad Retaining Rock Walls 

Bereavement

Shire Notices

For Sale

Next Denmark Bulletin 1160
June 18. Bookings June 12.

Plumbers

House For Lease

Please support 
our advertisers 

– they make 
your free local 

newspaper 
possible. 
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Mobility Services

Storage 

Room For Rent

Discover Denmark 
plates available

Plates like this are still available. 
Telephone Martin on

0457 672 513 for details.
Part of the proceeds goes to the 

Lions Club

St Mary’s 
Catholic Church

Mass Times: 
Saturday 6pm, Sunday 8am 
Contact: 
Fr Edcel Silva OSJ: 
Phone 0467 230 349
Barb:  0417 179 660

Classifi eds

MARK SCOTT      
0408 370 573

ANGLICAN CHURCH: St 
Leonard’s cnr Mitchell and 
Strickland, Sunday 9.30am, other 
services: www.denmarkanglican.
org.au Tel: 0400 101 166, email: 
denmarkanglican@gmail.com

Painting

 Water Carting

Septics

Plumbing and Gas Fitting - 
Commercial, Industrial and Residential 

Sam Keenan 0429882268  
PL10494 GF21829

0427 411 404
   Office    0427 222 167

Septics, Grease Traps, Biosystems, Leach 
drains, Winery wastes, Stormwater sumps, 

Portaloo’s,  24x7 Emergency Response 
Residential           Commercial           Industrial            Bulk

Home and Garden

ECOLOGIC TREE SERVICE

Pruning    Removals
Parkland Clearing & Fuel Reduction

Stump Grinding & Mulching
Professional Climbers

Free Quotes / Fully Insured
Mobile: 0457 770 339

UNITING CHURCH ‘come 
as you are’ Sunday Service 
times: 9.30am EXCEPT 2nd 
Sunday of the month: 9am with 
Communion; Contact Teresa 0427 
451 061

Denmark Bulletin On-line:
www.denmarkbulletin.com.au

Ear�m�ingPJ ’s

Call Pete on 0419 544 988
Next Bulletin 

June 18

Country Glass & Glazing

Glass/Glazing

DENMARK 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Church services are 
held every Sunday at 

987 South Coast 
Highway, 10am

Contact secretary 
Sue 0413 587 345

For updates or more 
information please visit 

our Facebook page 
or email welcome@

denmarkbaptist.com.au

Lunar Pa int ing Serv ices  

Jason: 0438 702121 

jason@lunarpainting.com.au 

Reg: 7419 

I L L U M I N A T I N G  A  W O R L D  O F  C O L O U R  
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Firebreaks

DMD Earthmoving

WATER CARTAGE

Delivering
10,000 – 

15,000 litres
Call Kaine 0428 209 527

ALLIED HEALTH 
PRACTITIONER room available. 
Thalia Centre. Enquiries: 0478 
633 993 www.thaliacentre.com

Daniel Hood 0418 727 824
For all your Painting Needs

Interior, exterior, roof recoating and
home maintenance

Reg No PC101392 PP101172

Call Luke: 0499 864 997

FIRE BREAK 
MANAGEMENT

Slashing vertical/horizontal
Vegetation clearing/mulching

Stump removal

DMD Earthmoving
Call Kaine 0428 209 527 or Kim 0407 482 095

Jerome’s Tree Service

 08 9848 2531

Painting
NORCROSS, ROB: Members of 
the Denmark RSL would like to 
express our sincere condolences 
to Margaret Norcross and family 
on the passing of Rob a valued 
member of the RSL May he rest 
in peace.

4-BEDROOM HOME AVAILABLE 
FOR LEASE at Mia Mia 
Community. Applicants MUST be 
eligible for housing as assessed
by the Department of Communities 
(Housing & Works Department). 
Other criteria below: Current 
Denmark resident, Family with 
young children, Willing & available 
to participate in the running of the 
community. Apply online at www.
miamia.org.au Applications close 
18th June 2026

Shire of Denmark
Discover Denmark
953 South Coast Highway,
(PO Box 183) Denmark WA 6333
Phone: (08) 9848 0300 
Email: info@denmark.wa.gov.au
Web: www.denmark.wa.gov.au

David King

CHIEF BUSH FIRE CONTROL OFFICER
 (PART-TIME)

$90,000 p.a. pro rata |  3 days per week (0.60 FTE)
The Shire of Denmark is seeking a capable and community-focused 

This is an important leadership role, responsible for supporting 

Key requirements:

  practices

and the opportunity to make a meaningful impact on community 

Apply via:

Applications close 4.00pm Friday 12 June 2026.

MORE online exposure for your advertising
As part of  the Australia Regional and Rural News network 
the Bulletin has thousands of  readers around Australia.

While keeping up-to-date with local affairs, 
real estate and shire information, absentee property 

owners and people with an interest in Denmark also use 
the Bulletin to access local services and trades people.

SAY 
NO TO 
PLASTIC



Contact the Bulletin:
info@denmarkbulletin.com

or call 0418 422 663.

Shire Notices
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Blessings and love 
to you all

Visitor centre tower off ers many opportunities

Threatened parks essential part of community

Parks provide  ‘corridor 
of connectivity’ for fauna

LettersLetters

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Shire of Denmark
Discover Denmark
953 South Coast Highway,
(PO Box 183) Denmark WA 6333
Phone: (08) 9848 0300 
Email: info@denmark.wa.gov.au
Web: www.denmark.wa.gov.au

COMMUNITY MEMBER VACANCIES ON
ACCESSIBILITY WORKING GROUP 

Applications are being called for vacancies on the Shire of 
Denmark’s Accessibility Working Group (AWG).  Once appointed 
members will continue their membership until the next Local 
Government Election in 2027.
The AWG vision is for Denmark to be an accessible and inclusive 
community for people with disability, their families and carers. 
The Group operates as a positive and collaborative forum, bringing 
together community perspectives to support practical, achievable 
improvements.  
The group’s objectives can be found in the Terms of Reference on 
the Shire’s website at https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/our-shire/
work-with-us/council-committees.aspx. 
Meetings are generally held every three (3) months, at the Shire 

Applications can be submitted online via the Shire’s website at the 
above link, or an application form can be provided to you.
Applications must be received by the Shire no later than 3.00pm 
Friday 26th June 2026.  
Applications not submitted online should be emailed to 
info@denmark.wa.gov.au or posted to PO Box 183, Denmark WA 
6333.
For further information please contact the Shire’s Community 

andy.percy@
denmark.wa.gov.au. 
Renee Wiggins
Manager Community Services

Shire of Denmark
Discover Denmark
953 South Coast Highway,
(PO Box 183) Denmark WA 6333
Phone: (08) 9848 0300 
Email: info@denmark.wa.gov.au
Web: www.denmark.wa.gov.au

David King

The Shire of Denmark Recreation Centre is seeking 
enthusiastic Contract Fitness Instructors to deliver high-quality 

We are looking for people who align with the Shire’s values and work 
health safety requirements, and can bring energy, professionalism, 

 Essential Requirements:

that are passionate about health and wellbeing to lead engaging 

experience and preferred class types and times, via email, to info@
, by 5pm, Friday 26 June.

via i

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Fitness Instructors

Shire of Denmark
Discover Denmark
953 South Coast Highway,
(PO Box 183) Denmark WA 6333
Phone: (08) 9848 0300 
Email: info@denmark.wa.gov.au
Web: www.denmark.wa.gov.au

David King

Council has commenced a statutory review of the following Shire of 
Denmark’s Local Laws and is calling for public comment. 

A copy of the local laws may be inspected or obtained – 

https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/documents/local-laws; 
or 

claire.thompson@denmark.wa.gov.au. 
Written submissions about the local laws should be made to the 

info@denmark.wa.gov.au

The closing date for submissions is 4.00pm, Monday, 13 July 
2026. 

9848 0300 or email claire.thompson@denmark.wa.gov.au 

REVIEW OF LOCAL LAWS

AFTER two years of not being able to see, 
I am back behind the wheel of my old MG, 
something I could never have done without the 
love of my Fern (the love of my life) and the 
love and prayers of all the people of Denmark 
town.
 So blessings and love to you all.
Stop me in the street and say hello so I can 
personally say thank you.
The one thing I have learnt from all of this, is 
that John is right, ‘All you need is love’.
Ray Ellison

THE unused tower at the Den-
mark Visitor Centre is hard to 
miss and  it raises an obvious 
question: why is such a promi-
nent structure sitting idle?
 Originally, the tower was built 
to house an enormous glass 
water barometer, intended as 
both a scientifi c feature and a 
point of interest. 
 When that installation was 
removed, the tower was left 
without a purpose. 
 That may have been the end 
of the story but it doesn’t need 
to be.
 The tower represents a genu-
ine opportunity for Denmark 
to create something distinctive, 

engaging and memorable, the 
kind of attraction that adds to 
our town’s character and draws 
visitors for the right reasons.
 Rather than seeing the tower 
as redundant, we might consid-
er how it could be reimagined. 
 There are several possibilities 
that would make excellent use 
of the structure:
 Reinstate the original wa-
ter barometer, restoring the 
tower’s intended role and an 
unusual piece of scientifi c 
curiosity.  Install a Foucault 
pendulum, a simple but elegant 
device that demonstrates the 
rotation of the Earth. 
 At Denmark’s latitude, it 

would complete a full rotation 
in about 42 hours, a quiet but 
powerful reminder that we are 
standing on a moving planet.
 Create a camera obscura 
where a rotating, optical sys-
tem project live images of the 
surrounding landscape into a 
darkened room. 
 These installations are rare 
and, to the best of my knowl-
edge, do not exist in Australia. 
 Any one of these would be 
worthwhile - combined, they 
could transform the tower into 
something truly special, an 
experience rather than just a 
structure.
 Denmark already offers natu-

ral beauty in abundance. 
 What we lack are distinc-
tive, built features that visitors 
remember and talk about.
  This could be one of them, a 
relatively modest project that 
makes clever use of something 
we already have.
 The next step is simple: start 
the conversation. 
There would be real value in 
the Shire and the community 
exploring what might be pos-
sible, and whether there is sup-
port for turning this idle tower 
into an asset once again.
It would be a pity to let the op-
portunity pass.
Leslie Glasser

MY home is opposite Lake 
View Dairy Park and alongside 
Nellie Saw Reserve.
 I can witness the kangaroos 
nibbling at sunset in Dairy 
Park, watch the neighbours’ 
dogs bonding and playing 
whilst their owners catch up 
and connect.
  My fi rst Christmas in the 
street, I was invited to a 
gathering in Dairy Park to meet 
all my new neighbours.
 We brought our chairs, snacks 
and drinks and spent an 
afternoon where I met my fi rst 
new friends and my amazing 

community. 
 Each day I love to watch 
the ladies that come down to 
Nellie Saw and looking over 
the inlet at sunset, practice 
their Tai Chi. 
 In a world where loneliness 
and isolation is becoming a 
global epidemic, now we’re 
proposing to steal the spaces 
that exist for this community 
to connect - to each other, to 
nature and to themselves. 
 We are not inner-city London; 
we do not need to remove 
these spaces for more new 
housing. 

 We are not in such a stage of 
desperation.
 This is about ignoring 
people’s needs and values, but 
at what cost? And to benefi t 
whom?
The views from both parks are 
a privilege to be shared by all 
in those spaces, not the select 
few who can afford the block 
to do so. 
This is a disgusting proposal 
by the council.
  Rather than invest in the 
spaces to make them more 
aesthetically appealing, 
allocating the land for 

a community vegetable 
garden perhaps, or exercise 
equipment or to just simply 
allow the whole community 
to enjoy the beauty of 
Russell Rise, now we’ll be 
sandwiched in like sardines 
and as such the comfort and 
value of our homes will be 
sacrifi ced. 
I object in the strongest 
possible terms to this proposal 
and would be looking to 
relocate if this goes ahead.
  You have devalued my home 
both in price and purpose.
Sarah Johnson

THE March 31 Denmark Shire 
Council meeting passed a resolution 
with a strategy to rationalise the 
public open space within the 
Denmark townsite.
Two of these are Nellie Saw Reserve 
and Lake View Dairy Park. 
Next to these two POS,  the Wilson 
Rise development is in the process 
of being established with 100 new 
blocks and an accordingly rise of 
population.
 Divesting of these POS would 
make living in this area of Denmark 
like a back-to-back housing suburb 

resembling Perth. 
 Surely this is exactly what people do 
not want when they come to live in 
this beautiful part of the world.
 To my understanding Nellie Saw 
Reserve and Dairy Park were also 
established and maintained to serve 
as a corridor of connectivity for the 
surrounding wildlife. 
 The rationale for this proposal seems 
to be a short term solution which will 
not benefi t the Denmark community, 
fl ora and fauna in the long run.  
Marion Luderitz
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Big turnout for Roy Silver Memorial event
SportSport

Roy Silver Memorial Shield runner up Bev Hughes and 
Mike Silver.

David 
Whitehead, 
Andrew Birch 
and Paul 
Harbron.

By MARION NELSON
 THE Roy Silver Memorial Shield event, 
sponsored by Mike Silver, had a big turn-
out on May 16 with winners being Mari-
on Nelson on 38 and Will Diack 39. 
 Runners up were Bev Hughes with 37 
and Howard Smith with 38.
 Roy Silver is fondly remembered as a 
life member, works supervisor and club 
champion, and the Silver family has been 
dedicated club members.
 The Captain’s Trophy competition took 
place on May 21 with a Stableford for-
mat, attracting a dedicated group of play-
ers who braved 8.2mm of rain from start 
to fi nish. 
 Marice Cohen won with 34, while Paul 
Harbron was the runner up, also scoring 
34 on countback.
 The two-person Ambrose event, spon-
sored by Birch Advisory on May 23, was 
dominated by the big hitters.
 David Whitehead and Paul Harbron 
emerged victorious on 64.75. 
 The runners up were Rick Slattery and 
Steve Grimmer, 65, while Les Wolfe and 

Craig Thompson fi nished in third place, 
65.5.
 On May 28, the stroke competition and 
third round of the Silver Spoon, spon-
sored by The Lakehouse Denmark, was 
held and an exceptional score was posted 
by Dina Tabeart, who achieved a nett 
score of 63. 
 The runner up was Barbara Western with 
a nett 70.
 More results:
 May 15, midweek Stableford, 9-hole 
winner Roger Lawes 19, runner up Adri-
an Baer 18.
 May 19, midweek Stableford, 18-hole 
winner Russell Hoffman 39, runner up 
Nick Hughes 37, 9-hole winner Marius 
Wakka 21, runner up Craig Thompson 
19.
 May 22, midweek Stableford, 9-hole 
winner Roger Lawes 21, runner up Paul 
Harbron 18.
 May 26, midweek Stableford, 18-hole 
winner Marion Nelson 39, runner up Lisa 
Morey 38, 9-hole winner Larry Martin 
20, runner up Tim Maciaszek 20.

Bain wins Plowman Award
Nev’s Corner

By DENNIS MARSHALL
GRAEME Bain has won the 
prestigious Plowman Award in 
recognition of his exceptional 
performance and club spirit over 
the past season.
 Winners of the social bowls 
triples on May 16 were Sean 
Brown, Bluey Klinberg and Dennis 
Marshall and, on May 19, Carlien 
Trotter, John Benson and Richard 
Hynes were the winners of the day.
 The May 23 Lorraine Cotton and 
Graham Frow won the social pairs.
It was good to see Graham in the 
winning circle.
 The May 26 combination of 
Cheryl Menagh, Ash Cooper and 
Jeremy Marsden was too good for 
the group of 30 bowlers.
 On May 23, three teams from 
Denmark competed in a premier 
league event at the Emu Point 
Bowling Club in Albany and the 
team of Barry Roughley, Sean 

Plowman Award winner Graeme Bain.

Brown and Graham Bain succeeded in win-
ning their section.
 Another club will be nominated later in the 
year for the continuation of this event.

Roy Silver Memorial Shield  winner Will Diack and Mike Silver.

Les Wolfe, 
sponsor 
Andrew Birch 
and Craig 
Thompson.

Captain 
Annette 
Harbron 
and The 
Lake House 
Denmark 
winner Dina 
Tabeart.

Captain Annette Harbron and The Lake House Denmark 
runner up Barbara Western.
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